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Introducing the 75th Anniversary
W ith this special issue of the Journal of Investigative Dermatology (JID), we celebrate 75 years of scientific 
leadership in dermatology. We celebrate the 
75-year-long transition in our science from 
observation and description to mechanistic 
understanding, and we celebrate the role that 
cutaneous biologists, epidemiologists, and 
clinical scientists have played—not only in 
dermatology but also in the biomedical enter-
prise overall. To a large extent, the success of 
JID has rested on the shoulders of two profes-
sional societies: the founding organization, 
the Society for Investigative Dermatology, 
and—for more than half our history—
the European Society for Dermatological 
Research. Major contributions have also come 
from members of the Japanese Society for 
Investigative Dermatology and, increasingly in 
the past 20 years, from the rest of Eastern Asia. 
We have become a world community of sci-
ence, and JID has been our leading means of 
communication.
Symbols of success are important, and I 
have chosen the diamond for reasons that 
extend back through the histories of our cul-
tures. As depicted on the cover of this special 
issue, diamonds do not arise fully formed and 
cut into brilliant displays. Rather, they begin 
as compressed carbon, an exceedingly com-
mon and simple element. When they emerge 
from the earth, only an informed prospector 
would know what lies beneath their irregu-
lar and dirty surfaces. Only the prospector 
would know where to look and how the trea-
sure might appear, and only the diamond cut-
ter would know the nascent form of what lies 
beneath and how to release the overburden.
Although a vigorous challenge of the 
diamond metaphor might shatter both the dia-
mond and the metaphor, it does provide useful 
insight into the processes through which sci-
ence progresses. Importantly, gifted scientists 
are able to “see through” dirt, confusion, and 
irrelevancies to find elements of truth, leading 
to testable hypotheses that then provide 
opportunities for mechanistic understanding. 
Every scientist’s goal is to discover diamonds 
that last, perhaps not forever but certainly 
for a long time. On the other hand, science 
is no longer a solo enterprise. The prospector 
does not cut the diamond, nor does the sci-
entist work alone. Contemporary science has 
become a social, interactive process, some-
times across continents and oceans and often 
in different languages. The world of science is 
now flat and small.
Two years ago I appointed a committee to 
identify the best ways to celebrate 75 years of 
JID’s success and then to lead efforts to do that. 
Members included well-known representatives 
from as many constituencies as possible. I have 
greatly appreciated the efforts of those indi-
viduals: Masayuki Amagai, Lisa Beck, Elizabeth 
Blalock, Barbara Gilchrest, Lowell Goldsmith, 
John McGrath, Thomas Schwarz, and Stuart 
Yuspa. It was only coincidental that Barbara 
Gilchrest was selected to serve as editor-in-
chief one year later, but a fortunate coincidence 
nonetheless. Our first decision was that the 
model established by Editor David Norris 25 
years earlier would not work. It is no longer 
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possible to attempt a scientific review of all fields covered 
by dermatological investigation. We also agreed that our 
audience would not be limited to scientists with interests 
in cutaneous biology, clinical science, or epidemiology. 
Rather, we decided that all those who impact dermatologi-
cal investigation would be considered our audience; they 
include investigators in other fields, deans and other admin-
istrative officials, patients and patient-advocacy groups, 
medical and graduate students, residents and postdoctoral 
fellows, and investigators and leaders in industry. We also 
decided to target in our selection of articles not only spe-
cific areas of investigation but also elements of the environ-
ments in which we work, as well as concerns about career 
development. Our efforts have led not to a linear array but 
to a matrix of ideas. It was, in a way, like looking at what 
appeared to be an uncut rock and knowing that with insight 
and knowledge we could release brilliant diamonds of vari-
ous cuts. Only our audiences will know whether we have 
succeeded.
All the presentations in this issue were reviewed by 
peers, as is our custom. We acknowledge that areas of 
scientific interest may have been slighted. The blame may 
be placed at the feet of those who have participated in 
dermatological investigation; they have been entirely too 
successful for us to celebrate them all in one issue.
Paul R. Bergstresser
Editor
